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SENATE BILL 28  

By  Crowe 

 

 
AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4; 

Title 68, Chapter 11, Part 14 and Title 71, relative 
to the creation of the state Alzheimer's disease 
and related dementia advisory council. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-29-242(a), is amended by inserting 

the following as a new subdivision:  

 ( )  State Alzheimer's disease and related dementia advisory council, created by 

§ 71-2-117; 

 SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 71, Chapter 2, Part 1, is amended by 

adding the following as a new section:  

 71-2-117. 

 (a)  As used in this section: 

 (1)  "Alzheimer's disease" means a progressive degenerative disease of 

the brain that leads to dementia, and is characterized by the finding of unusual 

helical protein filaments in nerve cells of the brain; and 

 (2)  "Executive director" means the executive director of the Tennessee 

commission on aging and disability. 

 (b)  There is created the state Alzheimer's disease and related dementia advisory 

council, referred to in this section as the "council." 

 (c) 

(1)  The council shall be composed of no less than eleven (11) and no 

more than thirteen (13) members, which include: 
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(A)  One (1) member of the health and welfare committee of the 

senate, to be appointed by the speaker of the senate; 

(B)  One (1) member of the health committee of the house of 

representatives, to be appointed by the speaker of the house of 

representatives; 

(C)  The commissioner of health, or the commissioner's designee, 

who serves as an ex officio voting member; 

 (D)  One (1) person to be appointed by the governor; 

 (E)  One (1) licensed medical professional with experience in 

Alzheimer's disease and related dementia care, to be appointed by the 

executive director; 

 (F)  One (1) person diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease or related 

dementia, to be appointed by the executive director;  

(G)  A representative of Alzheimer's Tennessee, Inc., to be 

appointed by the executive director; 

(H)  A representative of the Alzheimer's Association, to be 

appointed by the executive director; 

(I)  A representative of the bureau of TennCare, to be appointed 

by the executive director; 

(J)  A representative of the Tennessee Health Care Association, to 

be appointed by the executive director; and 

(K)  Any other person possessing relevant experience with 

Alzheimer's disease and related dementia care, to be appointed by the 

executive director. 

(2)   

(A)  The private citizen members listed in subdivisions (c)(1)(E)-

(K) may be appointed by the executive director from lists of qualified 



 

 

 

 - 3 - 000529 

 

nominees submitted by groups involved in the study of Alzheimer's 

disease and related dementia, including, but not limited to, the 

Alzheimer's Association, Alzheimer's Tennessee, the department of 

health, the bureau of TennCare, and the Tennessee Health Care 

Association. 

(B)  The executive director shall consult with the interested groups 

listed in subdivision (c)(2)(A) to determine qualified persons to fill the 

positions as provided in this subsection (c). 

(d) 

(1)  The persons appointed under subdivisions (c)(1)(A) and (B) are 

nonvoting members of the council.  They serve only so long as they remain 

members of the general assembly.  Any legislative vacancy on the council shall 

be filled by the respective speaker, for the purpose of serving out the remainder 

of the unexpired term. 

(2)  The private citizen members appointed under subdivisions (c)(1)(D)-

(K) are voting members and are eligible for reappointment to the council.  Any 

vacancy among the private citizen members shall be filled by the respective 

appointing authority to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

(e)  Except as provided in subsection (f) for initial appointments, the terms of the 

members of the council are for three (3) years. 

(f) 

(1)  In order to stagger the terms of the newly appointed council 

members, initial appointments shall be made as follows: 

 (A)  The persons appointed under subdivision (c)(1)(D)-(F) serve 

an initial term of one (1) year, which expires on June 30, 2020; 
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 (B)  The persons appointed under subdivisions (c)(1)(G)-(I) serve 

an initial term of two (2) years, which expires on June 30, 2021; and 

 (C)  The persons appointed under subdivisions (c)(1)(J) and (K) 

serve an initial term of three (3) years, which expires on June 30, 2022. 

(2)  Following the expiration of members' initial terms as prescribed in 

subdivision (f)(1), all three-year terms begin on July 1 and terminate on June 30, 

three (3) years later. 

(g)  The members shall elect a chair and a vice chair, whose duties are 

established by the council. 

(h)  In making the appointments under subsection (c), the executive director shall 

strive to ensure that the council is composed of persons who are diverse in professional 

or educational background, ethnicity, race, sex, geographic residency, heritage, 

perspective, and experience. 

(i)  The council shall fix a time and place for regular meetings and shall meet no 

less than twice yearly to review the state plan and all related metrics and outcomes.  The 

executive director shall call the first meeting of the council.  All other meetings of the 

council shall be at the call of the chair. 

(j)  A majority of the voting members of the council constitutes a quorum, and all 

official action of the council requires a quorum. 

 (k) 

(1)  Members shall attend at least fifty percent (50%) of the meetings. 

(2)  If a council member fails to attend meetings as required by 

subdivision (k)(1), the chair of the council shall report that member's name and 

attendance record to the member's appointing authority and the appointing 

authority shall remove the member from the council. 
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(l) 

(1)  The legislative members of the council shall be reimbursed as 

members of the general assembly are paid for attending legislative meetings as 

provided in § 3-1-106. 

(2)  The private citizen members of the council receive no compensation 

for serving on the council but may be reimbursed for expenses in accordance 

with the comprehensive travel regulations, as promulgated by the department of 

finance and administration and approved by the attorney general and reporter. 

(m)  The purpose of the council is to: 

(1)  Continually assess the current status of Alzheimer's disease and 

related dementia in this state and to assess the current and future impact of 

Alzheimer's disease and dementia on Tennessee residents; 

(2)  Examine the existing industries, services, and resources addressing 

the needs of persons, families, and caregivers affected by Alzheimer's disease 

and related dementia; 

(3)  Develop a strategy to mobilize a state response to matters regarding 

Alzheimer's disease and related dementia; and 

(4)  Provide recommendations to the governor and to the general 

assembly on issues related to its work. 

 (n)  The council is administratively attached to the commission on aging and 

disability.  The council shall consult and advise the executive director on matters related 

to the establishment, maintenance, and operation of state initiatives related to 

Alzheimer's disease and related dementia. 
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(o)  The commission and council shall make best efforts to engage the 

community at large in making its assessments and recommendations regarding 

Alzheimer's disease and related dementia. 

 (p)  No later than January 15, 2020, the council shall develop and submit an 

Alzheimer's disease state plan to the general assembly that identifies barriers to 

Alzheimer's disease care, analyzes service utilization data, and includes 

recommendations, metrics, and best practices to address gaps in service.  The council 

shall update the plan and report to the general assembly on its progress no later than 

January 15 of each year. 

 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring 

it. 


